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The 2026 Colorado 
Legislative Session

626  bills introduced 

449 passed

70 bills 
heard in House 
HHS Committee

58 bills 
heard in Senate 
HHS Committee

$47 Billion 
Budget for 2026 - 27

In 2025: 657  bills introduced Å 585  passed Å 89% pass rate

pass rate
72 %  
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Todayôs Speakers

Joe 
Hanel

Communications 
Director

Suman 
Mathur

Director

Gerardo 
Silva - Padrón

Associate
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Whatôs a 
Polycrisis?
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The 
Colorado 
Polycrisis

6

Issues or challenges that:

ÅAffect Coloradans' 
health and well -being

Å Interconnected, and 
each element amplifies 
the others

Responding to 
Federal Policy 

Changes

State Budget 
on the Brink

AI and 
Internet 
Culture
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How 
Did the 
Legislature 
Respond?

AI

Medicaid 

commission

Medicaid 

cuts

County 

shared 
services

Vaccine 

guidance

Sports betting

State 

tax code

Health insurance 

affordability

Immigrant 

rights

Youth social 

media and 
video games
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Takeaways

The state's budget will 
fall into deficit by 2030.

Federal actions required 
the legislature to react.

AI and internet culture are 
introducing new dilemmas 
for policymakers.
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A Budget 
on the 
Brink
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The Most 
Important 
Document 
of the 
Session
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The 
Problem 
in One 
Image
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K- 12 
Spending 

Stagnates 
While 
Medicaid 

Spending 
Jumps
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Medicaid 
Membership 

Falls, but 
Costs Rise

Source: 
JBC staff briefing document

Dec. 10, 2025

https://content.leg.colorado.gov/
sites/default/files/fy2026 -27_ hcpbrf1.pdf  

Medical Services Premiums Enrollment and 
Expenditures: November 2025 forecast

Enrollment

Expenditures

https://content.leg.colorado.gov/sites/default/files/fy2026-27_hcpbrf1.pdf
https://content.leg.colorado.gov/sites/default/files/fy2026-27_hcpbrf1.pdf
https://content.leg.colorado.gov/sites/default/files/fy2026-27_hcpbrf1.pdf
https://content.leg.colorado.gov/sites/default/files/fy2026-27_hcpbrf1.pdf


coloradohealthinstitute.org

Cuts and Consequences 

ÅHCPF director resigns under pressure

ÅMedicaid cuts:

4Provider rates cut by 2% 
(with exemptions) 

4Cap on paid caregiver hours

4Adult annual dental cap 

4Benefit limits for Cover All Coloradans 
(HB 1411)

14
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Medicaid 
Expense 

Growth 
Dwarfs Cuts 
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Medicaid Under 
the Microscope

ÅBipartisan support for SB 187
to establish a commission to 
explore Medicaid in Colorado.

ÅCharged with identifying 
policy changes to implement 
an efficient, effective, and 
sustainable program.

ÅReport expected December 2026.

16
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Federal 
Policy 
Challenges
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Federal 
Policy 
Changes

ÅFederal policies 
increase cost 
burden on 
Colorado while 
slashing funding.

ÅInternet culture 
plays a large role 
in these issues.
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Federal Policy Changes 

Å Implications on the state tax code 

ÅMedicaid eligibility restrictions 

ÅSNAP eligibility restrictions 
and funding cuts

ÅPublic benefits administrative 
cost sharing

ÅExpiration of enhanced 
insurance subsidies 

ÅColorado Healthcare Affordability 
and Sustainability Enterprise 
(CHASE) fee reductions

19

Colorado Legislature's 
Response: 

August Special Session 
to address state tax code

HB 1429 County 
Administration Public 
Assistance Programs

SB 178 Health Insurance 
Affordability Measures 

Federal H.R. 1 
compliance funding 
in state budget
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Aggressive 
Immigration 
Enforcement

Colorado 
Legislature's 
Response: 

HB 1275
Law Enforcement 
Identification and 
Immigration Training 
Requirements
did not pass

HB 1276 
Protect Safety of 
Individuals Who Are 
Immigrants

SB 005  
Rights Violation 
in Immigration 
Enforcement Remedy
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Challenges From Make 
America Healthy Again 

ÅReduced the 
number of 
recommended 
vaccines

ÅCuts to 
federal agency 
budgets and 
programs

ÅSocial media 
campaigns

Colorado 
Legislature's 
Response: 

SB 032  
Protecting 
Immunization 
Access
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AI and 
Internet 
Culture
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AI and The Internet

ÅIn 2024, Colorado passed 
first - in - the nation AI bill. 

Å2025 federal executive order 
incentivized growth of AI 

companies and called out 
Colorado for interfering.

ÅDownstream impacts of AI 
not fully understood.
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AI: Challenges 
for Health

Growing concern about how 
AI is used in health and 

health  care settings

ÅPatient privacy concerns

ÅEthical decision -making

Colorado 
Legislature's 
Response: 

HB 1139 
Use of Artificial 
Intelligence in 
Health Care

SB 189 
Automated 
Decision -Making 
Technology

HB 1195 
AI Restrictions 
in Therapy and 
Psychotherapy


