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The 2026 Colorado
Legislative Session 70 bills

heard in House

$47 Billion

Budget for 2026 -27 58 Dbills

heard In Senate
HHS Committee

626 bills introduced
449 passed

12 %

pass rate
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In 2025: 657 billsintroduced A585 passed A89% pass rate
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The
Colorado
Polycrisis
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State Budget.

Issues or challenges that: onthe Brink <)
' 1 * ';_, ,/_,,__f___
Affect Coloradans' -y A% /’

health and well -being

Interconnected, and
each element amplifies
the others

@ coloradohealthinstitute.org



Vaccine
uidance
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Takeaways

The state's budget will T 2T
fall into deficit by 2030. - |

Federal actions required
the legislature to react.

Al and internet culture are
Introducing new dilemmas
for policymakers.



A Budget
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Brink



Joint Budget Committee Staff

Nonpartisan Budget Analysis for Colorado’s Legislature

The Most
Important
Document

Memorandum
Of th e To: Joint Budget Committee Members

. From: Craig Harper, JBC Staff
S e S S | O N Date: February 20, 2026
Subject: Budget Stress Test as of February 2026

As was the case in the 2025 stress test, the State budget cannot sustain its current trajectory. The State
continues to spend more General Fund than it is taking in each year, relying on one-time revenues to prop up the | yctural deficit, with
expenditures. Assuming adoption of the Governor’s request for FY 2026-27 and then projecting forward with the il persist for FY 2026-27,

assumptions discussed in the following section, the 2026 stress test shows the General Fund reserve gone by FY encies (particularly for

2029-30 even without a recession. Under the moderate recession scenario, the reserve is essentially gone by the g e hasalready approved

e : . . o , With I
end of FY 2026-27. Sustaining a viable reserve will require structural change to revenues and/or obligations. R

However, even with those reductions, the Governor’s balancing plan for FY 2026-27 uses more than $1 billion in
one-time funding over two years (FY 2025-26 and FY 2026-27) to balance, including:

e $400.0 million from the conversion of Pinnacol in FY 2026-27 (Statewide request R1).
e $334.2 million in spending from the General Fund reserve by reducing the reserve requirement from 15.0 to




The Average Annual Percentage Growth in General Fund
Problem Since 2011-12
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In One

HCPF
Image x 9.5%




K-12
Spending
Stagnates
While
Medicaid
Spending

Jumps

General Fund

millions of dollars
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Medicaid
Membership
Falls, but
Costs Rise

Source:
JBC staff briefing document
Dec. 10, 2025

: ilegt 27 hopbrtLpdf

Medical Services Premiums Enrollment and
Expenditures: November 2025 forecast

Enrollment

17,336,000

1,208,000 $16.7B

Expenditures

$8.9B
$7.5B $7.88 L

17-18 18-19 19-20 20-21 21-22 22-23 23-24 24-25 25-26 26-27 27-28
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https://content.leg.colorado.gov/sites/default/files/fy2026-27_hcpbrf1.pdf
https://content.leg.colorado.gov/sites/default/files/fy2026-27_hcpbrf1.pdf
https://content.leg.colorado.gov/sites/default/files/fy2026-27_hcpbrf1.pdf
https://content.leg.colorado.gov/sites/default/files/fy2026-27_hcpbrf1.pdf

Cuts and Conseqguences

A HCPF director resigns under pressure

A Medicaid cuts:

4 Provider rates cut by 2%
(with exemptions)

4 Cap on paid caregiver hours
4 Adult annual dental cap

4 Benefit limits for Cover All CoI
(HB 1411) -



Medicaid HCPF Budget Changes FY25-26 to FY26-27
EXpe nse @ Cuts BIncrease

Growth $2,000m

Dwarfs Cuts

$1,500m

$1,000m

$500m

$0m

Dollars




Medicaid Under
the Microscope

A Bipartisan support for SB 187
to establish a commission to
explore Medicaid in Colorado.

A Charged with identifying
policy changes to implement
an efficient, effective, and
sustainable program.

A Report expected De



Federal
Policy
Challenges
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Federal Policy Changes

A Implications on the state tax code
A Medicaid eligibility restrictions

A SNAP eligibility restrictions
and funding cuts

A Public benefits ad |n|strat|ve
cost sharing —

WWMW

A Expiration of enhanced
' msurance sub3|d1es L B

A Colo_r:ado Heafl’thfar?Affordablllty
and Sustainability Enterprise
(CHASE) fee reductions






Challenges From &ake
America Healthy Aggin
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recommended
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On Friday, @cdcgov's Advisory... more
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Al and
Internet
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Al and The Internet

AIn 2024, Colorado passed
first -in-the nation Al bill.

A 2025 federal executive order
Incentivized growth of Al
companies and called out
Colorado for interfering.

A Downstream impacts of Al
not fully understood.




Al. Challenges
for Health

Growing concern about how
Al is used In health and
health care settings

A Patient privacy concerns

A Ethical decision -making




