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What	is	the	CHAS?
•Colorado	Health	Access	Survey
• Fielded	in:

2009
2011
2013
2015
2017

•10,000	households



1. In	recent	years,	Colorado	has	made	
huge	gains	in	insurance	coverage.

2. Many	Coloradans	still	struggle	to	
access	care	— often	due	to	cost.

3. The	jury	is	out	on	how	these	trends	
will	impact	health	and	where	we	go	
from	here.

Key	Takeaways



Health	Care	Theory	of	Change

Get	
Insured

Access	
Care

Better	
Health

Source:	New	England	Journal	of	Medicine



Step	1.	

Get	Insured
Colorado	has	made	huge	gains	in	coverage.



Uninsured	Rate:	Lowest	Ever



A	Changing	Health	Coverage	Landscape
Health	Insurance,	2009-2017



A	Changing	Health	Coverage	Landscape
Health	Insurance,	2009-2017



Cost	Remains	the	Biggest	Challenge
Uninsured	Due	to	Cost,	2009-2017



Where	You	Live	Matters
Uninsured	Rates	by	Region,	2017



Young	Adults	Have	Lower	Coverage	Rates
Uninsured	Rates	by	Age,	2013	and	2017
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Young	Adults	Have	Lower	Coverage	Rates
Uninsured	Rates	by	Age,	2013	and	2017
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Step	2.	

Access	Care
Coloradans	still	struggle.



Cost	Is	a	Barrier	to	Access,	Too
Did	Not	Get	Care	Due	to	Cost,	2009-2017



Cost	is	a	Barrier	to	Access,	Too
Out-of-Pocket	Costs	as	a	Percentage	of	Income,	2017



Cost	is	a	Barrier	to	Access,	Too
Family	of	Four	with	$30,000	Income



But	Things	May	Be	Improving
Percentage	of	Coloradans	Struggling	to	Pay	Medical	Bills



Cost	is	Not	the	Only	Barrier
Reasons	for	Not	Getting	Care	in	Past	12	Months,	2017





ED	Often	Used	for	Non-Emergencies
Percentage	of	ED	Users	Whose	Last	Visit	
Was	For	a	Non-Emergency,	2009-2017



And	Access	is	a	Major	Reason	Why
Reasons	for	Using	ED	for	Non-Emergency,	2017



Step	3.	
Better	Health

Where	do	we	go	from	here?



Colorado	is	Healthy	…	ish



But	Not	Much	is	Changing
Good	General,	Oral	and	Mental	Health,	2013-2017



Where	You	Live	Matters	for	Health,	Too
Percentage	of	Coloradans	Reporting	Good	Health,	2017



Health	is	More	than	Health	Care
Relative	Contributions	of	Health	Determinants	to	Outcomes
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Looking	Forward
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Looking	Forward
The	Government	Spectrum	of	Policy
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Looking	Forward
Consumer-Driven	Health	Care



• Patients	share	in	financial	impact	of	decisions

• Lowers	utilization

• Health	care	as	a	marketplace?

Looking	Forward
Consumer-Driven	Health	Care



Looking	Forward
Reinsurance



• Insurance	for	insurers

•Minimizes	risk,	lowers	premiums

• How	is	it	paid	for?

• Is	it	enough?

Looking	Forward
Reinsurance



Looking	Forward
Public	Option



• Competes	with	private	insurance

• Fair	playing	field?

• Can	it	reduce	care	costs?

Looking	Forward
Public	Option



Looking	Forward
The	Government	Spectrum	of	Policy



Looking	Forward
The	Government	Spectrum	of	Policy

1. Where	IS	the	conversation	going?

1. Where	SHOULD	the	conversation	go?



Looking	Forward
The	Government	Spectrum	of	Policy



1. In	recent	years,	Colorado	has	made	
huge	gains	in	insurance	coverage.

2. Many	Coloradans	still	struggle	to	
access	care	— often	due	to	cost.

3. The	jury	is	out	on	how	these	trends	
will	impact	health	and	where	we	go	
from	here.

Key	Takeaways
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