
Health on 
the Range

What the Latest Data Tell 
Us About Rural Coloradans

October 17, 2014

Colorado Rural Health Center 
Annual Conference



The Colorado Health Institute: A Re-Introduction

ÅOur insight is used to:
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1. Rural Coloradans face unique barriers 
to health. 

2. Health reform has a direct impact on 
addressing barriers and expanding 
opportunities.

3. Innovative solutions to improving 
workforce capacity in rural Colorado 
will be essential in coming years. 

Three Takeaways
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CHAS: The Questions It Answers
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Comparing Insurance Types, Urban and Rural, Colorado

Source: Colorado Health Access Survey
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/ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻΩǎ ¦ƴƛƴǎǳǊŜŘΥ ! wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ .ǊŜŀƪŘƻǿƴ





Notorious 
Outreach
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Who is Now Getting Insurance?
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Medicaid

Total 
Enrollment

305,741
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Affordability of Health Care 
and Coverage 



Underinsurance



Problems Paying Medical Bills
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2015 Rates
Second Lowest Cost Silver 

Plan (Marketplace)

Eastern Plains $270
Western Slope $358

State Average$277



Containing 
Health Care Costs

SB 14-187: 
Cost Containment 
Commission

Å12-member group will 
conduct in-depth analysis 
ƻŦ /ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎŀǊŜ 
cost drivers

ÅWill recommend ways to 
contain costs while 
improving access and 
quality 
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Use and Access to 
Health Care



ÅAn insurance card 
ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜ 
access to care.

ÅLacking an insurance 
ŎŀǊŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ 
mean lacking access to care.

Remember . . .
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5ƛŘƴΩǘ DŜǘ bŜŜŘŜŘ IŜŀƭǘƘ /ŀǊŜ



5ƛŘƴΩǘ {ŜŜƪ bŜŜŘŜŘ aŜƴǘŀƭ IŜŀƭǘƘ /ŀǊŜ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜΧ
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Percent of ED Users Who Went for a Non-Emergency


